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he thinks well of Chase, but all this means Seymour, who
is subtle, artful, and not always sincere, and has a ring
of special admirers, or cronies, who think much of manage-
ment. The aspect of things when the Convention meets
may be such that Seymour will absolutely decline, but if
so, it will be because the prospect is hopelessly adverse.
He means to be, and his friends mean that he shall be,
nominated, and their side moves are false and deceptive.

His brother-in-law is a Senator and resides in the same
town with him, which operates against his Senatorial
aspirations. Still, if the Presidency is not attainable or is
doubtful, and his friends can make the Senatorship cer-
tain, he may acquiesce in that arrangement.

I called with Doolittle on the President this evening,
and we had half an hour's talk on Presidential matters.
I expressed freely my views in regard to Chase and Sey-
mour, to which they both assented. Doolittle concurred
most fully. The President was more cautious and re-
served; said it was strange and curious to witness popular
movements. During the last two years and more a great
political contest has been going on for the Government
and the Union, involving their existence, but neither Sey-
mour nor Chase had done anything to sustain those who
were battling for the country. They were antagonistic:
Seymour, a Democrat, had given no support to the Ad-
ministration; Chase had thrown his influence with the
Radicals, yet there were Democrats who were seriously
advocating his claims. Probably Seymour was not.

The tenor of his remarks leaves little doubt on my mind
that the President's aspirations have been, or are, in that
direction. It has always been so with his predecessors.
But, if indulged, it is an idle dream on his part. I do not
think he cares so much about the office as an approval of
his acts. The retention of Seward in his Cabinet has alien-
ated the Democrats, particularly those of New York, from
him. He could not expect to gain their confidence and sup-
port when his chief minister is their lifelong opponent,